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Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 6 and 7 are objected to because of the following informalities: These claims 
should be dependent on claim 5 since the antecedent basis for predetermined distance is in claim 
5. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the in\ untie in was patented or described in a primed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the Unitud Status. 

3. Claims 1, 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by McNelley 
etal. (US Patent # 5,550,754). 

[Claim 1] 

Apparatus for communication with eye contact, comprising substantially flat image reproducing 
means for reproducing an image (display 100, figure 20, col. 15 lines 25-35, col. 15 lines 53-67), 
image recording means for recording an image (col. 1 1 lines 13-15); mirror means (semi-silvered 
318) arranged between the image reproducing means (100) and the image recording means 
(camcorder 314 contains a recording device, see figure 20) and comprising an at least partly 
light-transmitting, reflective surface for reflecting the image reproduced by the image 
reproducing means (col. 15 lines 25-35 and 6 — 65 teach a semi-silvered mirror); and a support 
(210 shown in figures 10 and 20), arranged on the underside of the image reproducing means, for 
supporting the apparatus on a surface (208 as shown in figure 8) therewith, wherein the image 
reproducing means form an acute angle with the underside of the support (figure 10 and 20 
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clearly show that the angle between the display 100 and the support 210 makes an angle less than 
90 degree i.e. an acute angle.) 
[Claim 8] 

McNelley teaches a sound reproducing means and sound recording means for recording sound 
(col. 7 lines 27-30). 
[Claim 9] 

McNelley teaches a central processing unit (figure 30, controller 400) to which are coupled the 
sound reproducing means (408) , the sound recording means (420), the image recording means 
and/or the image reproducing means (422). 
[Claims 2 and 3] 

McNelley et al fails to teach wherein the acute angle is in the order of 8° or 10 degrees. However 
it would be a matter of design choice to have an acute angle that is in the order of 8° or 10 
degrees since the hinges are adjustable by the ser until the image is seen clearly. Therefore one 
skilled in the art would know to adjust the angle as much as necessary in order to see the images 
on the screen. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 4, 10-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McNelley et al. (US Patent # 5,550,754). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/5 8 1 ,020 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2622 

[Claim 4] 

McNelley et al fails to teach wherein the mirror means are arranged in open position at an angle 
beta to the image reproducing means, wherein beta is of the order of 45°. However it would be a 
matter of design choice to have the mirror means to be arranged in open position at an angle beta 
to the image reproducing means, at an angle of 45° since it is adjustable by the user until the 
image is seen clearly. Therefore one skilled in the art would know to adjust the angle as much as 
necessary in order to see the images on the screen clearly. 
[Claim 10] 

It would be a matter of design choice wherein the image reproducing means comprise an LCD 
screen with an increased brightness of 1000-2000 Cd/m2. 
[Claim 11] 

McNelley teaches a semi-silvered mirror wherein the at least partly reflective surface reflects 
about 50% of the incident light and allows through about 50% of the incident light. 
[Claim 12] 

McNelley teaches a coding/decoding unit for coding and decoding image and sound and 
transmitting means for transmitting the coded image and sound (col. 18 lines 29-32, also see 
figure 30, unit 402 and network 102). 
[Claim 13] 

McNelley fails to teach wherein the transmitting means has a bandwidth of 128 to 1024 kb/s. 
However Official notice is taken that it would be obvious to one skilled in the art to have a 
bandwidth of 128 to 1024 kb/s in order to have a low transmission rate that consumes less 
bandwidth. 
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[Claim 14] 

McNelley teaches which during use makes a recording when calling another apparatus and 
transmits this to the other apparatus (col. 21 lines 20-40). 
[Claim 15] 

It would be a matter of design choice to have a width smaller than 800 mm and a depth smaller 
than 700 mm. 
[Claims 16-19] 

MeNelley fails to teach wherein the processing unit is adapted to transmit an identification when 
calling another apparatus, wherein the sending of an identification takes place by establishing a 
second network connection in the background in order to indicate by means of a extension of a 
used protocol that the recipient party is being called. However Official notice is taken that it 
would be obvious to one skilled in the art to have transmit an identification when calling another 
apparatus, wherein the sending of an identification takes place by establishing a second network 
connection in the background in order to indicate by means of a extension of a used protocol that 
the recipient party is being called in order to send the identification on a separate network that 
does not block the network. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 5-7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to YOGESH K. AGGARWAL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7360. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5 :30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571)-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



IY ogesh K Aggarwal/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



